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Creekside Park and Creekside Campground 
 

Purpose: The purpose of this Master Plan is to establish a guide for future improvements at 
Creekside Park and Campground.  The intent of this plan is not to illustrate the exact and/or final 
locations of all improvements but rather to provide a detailed concept to guide future improvements.  
Additionally, should decisions for minor revisions be made for improvements or exchange types of 
improvements, this master plan should not be revised in its entirety.   
 
Location: Sisters Creekside Park and Campground is located within the City of Sisters near the 
eastern edge of the City limits. Whychus Creek bisects the Park from the Campground.  Creekside 
Park is located south of Highway 20 and east of Jefferson Avenue, and Locust Street.  Creekside 
Campground is bounded by Whychus Creek to the north, Locust Street on the West and Tyee Drive 
to the south.  The park is adjacent to low density residential development to the west and south. A 
vacant 1.52 acres tract of land adjoins Creekside Park to the north and Sisters Elementary School is 
located across Highway 20.  The park connects to Five Pine Lodge and commercial center to the east 
via Sister City Park Drive.   
 
 

 

 
 Figure 1. Vicinity Map 
 
Acreage and setting:  
The property comprises 13.42 total acres and includes Creekside Park, Creekside Campground and 
an undeveloped area to the east.  Of the total area, Creekside Park contains approximately 2.65 
acres on the north side of Whychus Creek and Creekside Campground contains approximately 6.72 
acres south of Whychus Creek.  The remainder area is approximately 4.05 acres and is planned for 
future park development. 
 
Site Description:  The site is mostly level with the Whychus Creek flowing between Creekside Park 
and Creekside Campground in a generally southwest to northeast direction.  A covered wooden 
bridge over Whychus Creek connects the two areas. The Whychus Creek Trail runs along the 
southern side of Whychus Creek and Highway 20 and starts at Locust Street and ends near the Five 
Pine campus. The site includes Ponderosa and Juniper Trees, grass and natural landscaping.  



2 
 

Background:  
The Park area was deeded to the City on July 7, 1983 (Document 1983-11043)1 from the Oregon 
State Parks and Recreation Division with the intention of maintaining and/or improving services. A 
Correction Deed was recorded on June 24, 1985 (Document 1985-12895)2.   
 
In 1990, a draft City Park Master Plan was prepared for Creekside Park (day use) and the 
Campground; however, the Plan was never approved by the Oregon Parks and Recreation 
Department. The Draft Plan First Phase Development Improvements Summary states that there were 
40 unimproved overnight campsites, with 15 fire pits and 15 picnic tables.  There were six hose bibs 
scattered throughout the Park but no irrigation system existed.  An RV dump station was located at 
the east entrance to the Park. There was also a restroom facility that included two sinks, one urinal 
and three toilets.  The day use area consisted of three fire pits and five picnic tables.  There was no 
irrigation system in place and there was one drinking fountain. Creekside Campground has become 
increasingly popular with the transient RV population as well as with our local camping enthusiasts.   
 
In 2008, the Creekside Campground had approximately 40 RV sites and 16 tent sites.  Electricity, 
water and sewer hookups were not available at each site, but there was a RV dump station and 
watering station available for campers.   
 
Between 2009 and 2010, the City of Sisters converted 20 non-hook up sites to 25 full hook-up sites. 
More specifically, in 2009 the City installed 19 full hook-ups (fifteen-30 amp and four- 50 amp) and in 
2010 – installed 6 full hook-ups (five-30 amp and one-50 amp). In 2010, the City also installed two 
ADA Showers. 
 
In 2010, the City completed the installation of a multi-use trail now known as Whychus Creek Trail. 
The Trail is approximately 1,650 lineal feet and begins at Locust Street, meanders along the creek 
through the Sisters Creekside Campground and connects to the Five Pine campus.  Since 2010, the 
City has completed several landscaping projects, repaved the east entrance, and improved the 
signage. 
 
Zoning and Comprehensive Plan  
The property is zoned Open Space (OS) District; however the area located along Whychus Creek 
that is within the 100-year flood plain is zoned Floodplain (FP) District. The property has a 
Comprehensive Plan designation of Open Space (OS) and the area located along Whychus Creek 
that is within the 100-year flood plain has a Comprehensive Plan designation of Floodplain (FP). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                            
1 Document available upon request at Sisters City Hall. 
2 Document available upon request at Sisters City Hall. 
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Figure 2.  Zoning Map 
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Figure 3.  Existing Park Map-overview 

 

 
 Figure 4.  Existing Park Map-overview with improvements 
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Existing Conditions- Creekside Park (day use side) 
 
The 2.65-acre Creekside Park is used most frequently for picnicking, as it has several picnic tables 
spread throughout an expanse of large coniferous trees and open lawn. The park is also used for 
several special community events throughout the year.   
 
Existing Facilities 
 Signage 
 Information/directional signage 
 Parking 
 Creek Access 
 Bike and Pedestrian Bridge 
 Picnic Tables (10) 
 Benches (1) 
 Dog Station (1) 
 Drinking Fountain (1) 
 Trees and Landscaping 
 Restrooms are accessible via a pedestrian footbridge that spans Whychus Creek. 
 

 

 
Figures 5 and 6.  Photos of Day Use Side 
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GOALS AND OBJECTIVE FOR CREEKSIDE PARK (DAY USE): 
 

Goal 1:  Enhance appropriate Park use in an enjoyable and safe environment 
 
Objectives: A.  Conduct improvements as needed to accommodate existing and future park users. 

 
Tasks: 
1. Construct ADA improvements to the Whychus Creek pedestrian bridge. 
2. Construct entryway, landscape and lighting improvements. 
3. Construct electrical upgrades. 
4. Upgrade existing pathways. 
5. Construct additional parking as needed. 
 

  
 

Goal 2: Maintain or enhance scenic character and natural resources of the Park. 
 
Objectives: A.  Improve management of existing trees and landscaping. 

 
Tasks: 
1.  Work with Urban Forestry Board (UFB) to develop management plan for 

existing and future landscaping. 
2.   Install landscaping improvements per future needs as determined by UFB 

and City Parks Advisory Board (CPAB). 
 

B.   Study options for restoration project along Whychus Creek. 
 
Tasks:   
1.  Work with Upper Deschutes Watershed Council to implement restoration 

project recommendations. 
2.  Install interpretive signage along Whychus Creek. 
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Existing Conditions- Creekside Campground 
 
The 6.72 acre Creekside Campground is a developed campground for tent and RV visitors. It 
includes 67 sites of which 20 sites are full hook-up sites at 30 amps, 5 are full hook up at 50 amps 
and 42 are non-hook up/tent sites.  A grassy area exists to the east which is planned for future 
development.  There is also one walk-in hiker/biker site available and a full hook up site for the 
camp host. 

 
Existing Facilities 
 
 Camping Full hook up – 30 amp: (20) 
 Camping Full hook up – 50 amp: (5) 
 Non hook up /tent sites – (42) 
 RV Sewage Disposal Station 
 Storage Sheds (3) 
 Camp Host Site 
 Fire Pits for Each Campsite 
 Pay Station 
 Picnic Table for each campsite 

 Trash Dumpster (1) 
 Signage 
 Access to Whychus Creek Trail and 

Covered Footbridge 
 Access to Whychus Creek  
 Restrooms 
 Two showers 
 Walk-in hiker/biker site 

 

 

 
Figures 7 and 8.  Photos of Campground Side 



8 
 

 
Figure 9.  Creekside Campground-Existing Conditions Map 
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Goals and Objectives for Creekside Campground 
 
Goal 1: Enhance appropriate Park use in an enjoyable and safe environment 
 
Objectives: A.  Conduct improvements as needed to accommodate existing and future park 

users and to reduce impacts to adjacent neighborhoods. 
 

Tasks: 
1. Construct berm and landscaping adjacent to Locust Street. 
2. Install landscape improvements adjacent to Tyee Drive. 
3. Construct ADA improvements for up to four existing camping spaces to 

meet ADA guidelines. 
4. Replace existing restrooms including additional showers and toilets. 
5. Relocate existing dump station to east side expansion area. 
6. Remove five existing RV sites to provide additional buffering to the 

adjacent neighborhood and landscape those areas (see map). 
7. Shorten sites 8-13 to provide landscape buffer to the adjacent 

neighborhood. 
8. Convert five existing non-hook up spaces to full hook up (spaces 56 and 

58-61; see map). 
9. Relocate existing camp host site to dump station site 
10. Install Whychus Creek interpretive signage. 
 

B.  Provide additional facilities and/or amenities for park users.  
 

Tasks:                    
1. Install additional irrigation and landscaping to minimize dust pollution 

and fire danger.  
2. Construct a dishwashing station and public BBQ amenity . 
3. Install bollard lighting to Whychus Creek Trail for pedestrian safety. 
4. Construct additional electrical service as needed. 
5. Install WIFI network. 
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Goal 2: Develop vacant area east of Campground area as appropriate  
 
Objectives: A.  Design and install improvements for east side expansion as appropriate.  

Decisions regarding the final design of additional amenities that may be affected by 
a realignment of the intersection of Hwy 20/Hwy 126 and the truck scales should 
be closely coordinated with ODOT and OPRD.  
 

Tasks: 
1.  Create five additional walk-in tent sites with parking. 
2. Construct relocated dump station with sufficient turnaround space  
3. Install wayfinding sign/kiosks. 
 
Options for future amenities: 
 Picnic Shelter  

 Restroom 
 Off leash dog park. 
 Dirt bike track 
 Play equipment  

 
 

B.  Continue public outreach efforts and coordinating with State agencies for future 
improvements. 

   
 
 

Goal 3: Maintain or enhance the overall scenic character and natural resources of 
the Park. 

 
Objectives: A.  Work with Urban Forestry Board and City Forester on managing existing trees. 
 B.   Study options and implement restoration project for Whychus Creek.  
 
 
Goal 4: Improve access to and circulation within the Park. 
 
Objectives:  A.  Improve circulation and travel patterns.  
 

Tasks: 
1. Construct entry/exit improvements and install signage to direct traffic 

appropriately. 
2. Revise City web page and reservation contacts for Campground to 

inform visitors of options for access 
3. Widen and repair existing roadways where necessary to help 

accommodate RV traffic. 
4. Construct staging area next to relocated camp host site. 

 
B.  Improve accessibility between Creekside Park and Creekside Campground.  
C.  Improve signage throughout park. 
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Figure 10.  Creekside Park and Campground: Future Conditions Master Plan       
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TRAFFIC STUDY RESULTS SUPPORTING INGRESS/EGRESS REVISIONS TO CAMPGROUND 
 
To address concerns by surrounding property owners regarding access to the Campground, the City 
funded a traffic study that was performed by Kittleson and Associates (Appendix A).  The traffic study 
assessed the impacts of changing the access for the campground to a one way ingress at Buckaroo 
Trail off of Highway 20 and a one way egress at Locust Street.  The study was presented to the 
CPAB and City Council and public comments were received.  The study indicated that there would be 
no negative impacts on traffic movements if the ingress/egress requirements were revised to require 
one way ingress at Buckaroo Trail off of Highway 20 and a one way egress at Locust Street    
 
The CPAB received public testimony during multiple meetings regarding revising the access to the 
Campground.  During its regular meeting on 11/03/15, the CPAB approved the draft Master Plan 
without revising the access requirements to the Campground and on December 10, 2015, the City 
Council accepted the CPAB’s recommendations and approved the Master Plan  
 
 
 
PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 
 
The City has offered numerous opportunities for public involvement during the preparation of this 
master plan.  Below is a list of recent meeting dates that the City Parks Advisory Board (CPAB) and 
City Council offered opportunities for public input: 
 

 12/10/15 City Council regular meeting 
 11/19/15 City Council workshop 
 11/03/15 CPAB regular meeting 
 10/22/15 City Council regular meeting 
 10/20/15 Special CPAB workshop 
 10/07/15 CPAB regular meeting 
 09/17/15 City Council regular meeting 
 09/09/15 CPAB regular meeting 
 08/27/15 City Council workshop 
 08/05/15 CPAB regular meeting 
 07/08/15 CPAB regular meeting 
 06/10/15 CPAB regular meeting 
 05/14/15 City Council regular meeting 
 05/06/15 CPAB regular meeting 
 04/01/15 CPAB regular meeting 
 03/25/15 CPAB special meeting 
 01/07/15 CPAB regular meeting 
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CONCLUSION 
 

 This Master plan is not a static document and future revisions should be considered as 
conditions warrant. 
 

 The City should continue to work closely with residents and business owners adjacent to the 
Campground to monitor the RV traffic accessing the campground and be prepared to make 
adjustments to access, landscape buffers and internal circulation patterns as appropriate. 
 

 The City should continually pursue external funding sources to leverage future capital 
improvements at the Campground and to assist in funding a Transportation System Plan 
update which focuses on future ingress/egress improvements to the Park and Campground. 
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APPENDIX A - TRAFFIC STUDY BY KITTLESON AND ASSOCIATES
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