
       Urban Forestry Board 
        Wednesday, October 14, 2015 
        P.O. Box 39, Sisters, OR  97759 
PRESENT: 
Board Members:    Jerry Bertagna, Patrick Burke, David Moyer, Marcus Peck  
Parks Advisory Board Member David Magaret 
Absent:     Paul Bertagna 
City Forester:    Dan Galecki/Spindrift Forestry 
Recording Secretary:   Nicole Montalvo 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
Board Member Moyer called the meeting to order at 3:10 P.M. 

 
II. VISITOR COMMUNICATION 

None at this time. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Minutes of August 12, 2015 minutes were approved, with minor changes. 
CDD Planner Darcy Reed came back in to clarify that on private property people 
don’t need a permit and don’t have to replace trees. The CDD department will ask 
PW for assistance to make sure that the tree or trees are not in city right-of-way. A 
courtesy call is appreciated.  However, when an empty lot is divided and a 
contractor comes in with building plans for new construction, a permit is required. 
(New development). 
Board Member Bertagna motioned to approve the minutes with clarification, Board 
Member Moyer seconded. Motion carries. 
 
Minutes of previous meetings will be approved in the next meeting in November. 

 
IV. URBAN FORESTRY BOARD DISCUSSION 

a. Development Plan Review 
b. City Forester Dan Galecki 

 
Director Bertagna introduces Chris Christianson with Legacy Builders who joins the 
meeting to get approval for tree removal on his lots on S. Cedar St. and E. 
Washington Avenue. Builder Christianson presents the site plan of his new units on 
S. Cedar Street and E. Washington Avenue (both sides of Cedar Street). 
Director Bertagna mentioned that City Forester Dan Galecki made a report with 
recommendation for the trees located at Cedar Street and Washington Avenue. 



Director Bertagna reads the recommendations from City Forester Galecki’s report. 
Per the report the Juniper trees should be eliminated. Builder Christianson explains 
that the improvements he will make are similar to the improvements the city 
provided on Fir St and Elm Street with sidewalk, curb and pavers. The Juniper trees 
on the east and west side property are in the way of the new curbs. The Juniper 
trees range in size of 13 to 20 inches. The Juniper trees are already pretty beat up, 
with a forked and rotten trunk and are crowding in on the Ponderosa Pine. The 
Ponderosa Pine tree will remain. PW Director Bertagna states that the 
recommendation of City Forester Galecki is to remove the Juniper trees and replace 
them with something better in a more strategic location. 
City Forester Galecki joins the meeting and explains his report. The large Ponderosa 
on the southwest corner can stay, has some minor insect issues (unidentified 
insects). He recommends to protect and monitor this Ponderosa Pine. The other 
Ponderosa Pine tree is in the middle of the lot, in the way of the proposed new 
housing. Board Member Bertagna states that the Juniper trees take water away 
from the Ponderosa tree and that the Ponderosa tree will probably do better once 
the Juniper trees have been removed. City Forester Galecki agrees. 
Board Member Moyer is asking for a motion to approve the removal of the 2 Juniper 
trees and 1 Ponderosa tree at the Legacy Builders’ job site. Board Member Bertagna 
seconds this motion. Motion carries.  
 
 

City Forester Galecki explains his report for several stressed trees that have been monitored in 
town. The Three Creeks Brewery tree shows flagging, which was observed earlier in the 
summer. It shows spotting, change in color. It is a concern and the tree needs to be monitored. 
For now, leave the tree alone, it is not getting worse. In the winter a boring can be done, to see 
if there is any blue stain. He points out that there is wash from the dumpster and the brewery 
area. They hose off the area with bleach, and whatever else washes down can enter the 
drainage area of the tree. Top two pictures early in the summer (July), other pictures below 
show it hasn’t changed. 
 
Creekside Campground in the Locust St right-of-way. Three Ponderosa Trees in a row. The 
southernmost tree has issues. It’s underneath the canopies of the other two trees. Pitch moth 
present and causes the problem. Combination of drought and this moth cause discoloration, 
turns the tops of the trees brown. Sometimes the tops harden and die off. Suggestion for this 
group of three trees. The smaller, southernmost tree should be eliminated. Favor the two larger 
trees, and hopefully they will recover. The damage that is present now is not that severe. We 
can use the pictures to compare and continue to monitor the two remaining trees. Board 
Member Burke is asking if beetles can be the cause of the damage. Forester Galecki thinks it is 
the moth. Moths are not as likely to jump to the other trees like beetles do. The trees have 
their own defense mechanism to ward off the moths. Trees can recover. We might have a dead 
top and the rest of the tree recovers, and we can keep the tree for years to come. The moth 
enters at a wound, so no pruning recommended during summer months. This moth looks like a 



hornet and is seen around town, doesn’t contaminate the trees like beetles do. Oozy fresh pitch 
is a sign of a tree reacting to the moth and trying to defend itself. 
 
Last tree in the report is located on St Helens. This Ponderosa tree is obviously in bad shape. 
The landowner came out to talk to Forester Galecki. The conks have been removed by the land 
owner, Forester Galecki took a picture of the remaining conk. When you take a claw hammer, 
you can lift up the bark easily. He cut into the conks and the sap is black. Forester Galecki states 
that this tree is severely compromised and will die if it is not dead already and needs to be 
removed.  
 
Director Bertagna states there are two more trees being monitored. These two are Ponderosa 
trees on Jefferson and Larch, close to Commissioner Daryl Tewalt’s house, in the right-of-way. 
Foresters Galecki and McCarthy went to the site and they both had a similar impression. They 
took pictures they can use for comparison at a later date. The trees are similar to the Three 
Creeks tree. These two Ponderosa trees are close together and almost have to be seen as one. 
The biggest tree has more problems. It is sheltering the smaller tree. If you remove the big tree, 
the smaller one will suffer from more wind and exposure, which may cause more issues. 
Forester Galecki recommends to leave the trees as is and continue to monitor them for now. He 
does mention that it would be good to water these trees, or use a trickling tank.  
Director Bertagna states that the Public Works crew has taken the watering truck around and 
has hit those trees a couple of trees.  
 
Director Bertagna mentions the tree on Elm Street near Board Member Bertagna’s house, and 
is confirming that this tree needs pruning. Forester Galecki mentions that Kiera McCarthy has 
written a thorough report on this tree. Forester Galecki recommends to stick to her report and 
just prune it. Issues like signage and nails have been identified, but the tree has been living like 
that for years, is growing around it and is coping and dealing with the issues. There are some 
limbs that could come down. Pruning is recommended. Board Member Bertagna states that his 
main concern is the widow maker and dead branches over the driveway. Forester Galecki 
confirms seeing that but the tree as a whole can continue to live with the other issues. Director 
Bertagna is asking if the tree needs to be pruned when the tree is dormant. Forest Galecki 
confirms to do the work in the off season. Pruning causes wounds if you do it in nice weather in 
the summer, which can attract pitch moths. Best to do the work in cooler, off season weather.  
 
Director Bertagna states that this is all he has in regards to hazard trees.  
 
Board member Moyer asks if Forester Galecki recommends removal of the Ponderosa tree on 
St. Helens.  
Forester Galecki confirms this plus he repeats his recommendation of the removal of the one 
Ponderosa Tree on S Locust Street.  
Board Member Moyer is asking if the land owner is ok with the removal. Forester Galecki states 
that the land owner is a nice guy who has seen many trees come down over the years and 
confirms he is fine with this tree removal. 



Board Member Moyer states he has a similar problem with a Pine tree in his yard. The tree 
shows flagging. He waters the tree all the time and continues to monitor it. He also mentions 
there is a lot of stuff going on all over town and along the highway. 
 
Board Member Moyer is asking if there is a motion to remove the trees as per the Forester’s 
recommendation. Board Member Bertagna makes the motion, Board Member Moyer seconds 
and all are in favor. Motion carries. 
 
Director Bertagna states that city staff will get bids for the tree removal. 
 
Board member Bertagna is asking about the moths, and how to deal with it when the trees are 
removed. Is there an issue with spreading? Director Bertagna is asking if stump grinding is ok. 
Forester Galecki says yes. Take the tree down and remove all of it a.s.a.p.  
Director Bertagna states that the trees are removed and hauled out of town. He also states that 
the wood usually will end up as fire wood. Forester Galecki mentions that this may spread the 
problem, if the wood is sold and brought back into town. Director Bertagna is asking if it is ok if 
the fire wood is covered and mentions that this is what the fire department did. They covered 
the wood stacks with plastic. Forester Galecki states that you can use the black plastic and 
cover tightly. Board Member Moyer says that the Forest Service used to do this, you end up 
“cooking” the bugs. 
 
Board member Moyer asks if there is anything else that needs to be discussed. 
Director Bertagna mentions that the County had an issue with magnesium chloride, they are 
dealing with a big Juniper die off. They lost over 500 Juniper trees at Barr Road to the south and 
Buckhorn to the north off of Hwy 126 near Lower Bridge. They are dust controlling that road 
using Magnesium Chloride. They had OSU come in and take soil samples. They found high levels 
of salt. Juniper trees don’t like that. Road departments haven’t thought about that until now. 
Director Bertagna states that we haven’t seen it here, but we are using Magnesium Chloride in 
town at intersections only.  
Board Member Bertagna states that they used Magnesium Chloride in the Sierras on the 
logging roads. They had no issues but it depends on how they spray it, how it is applied. If they 
are careful laying it down, there is no problem. It started effecting Live Oak and some Fir trees 
when they used a wide sprayer.  
Director Bertagna states they just treat the travel lanes, 24 ft. of road because it is expensive. It 
has to be the run off that causes the problem.  
Board member Burke is asking why they put it on in the first place.  
Director Bertagna states it is used for dust control purposes.  
Board member Burke asks if it is a liquid or a powder.  
Director Bertagna answers it is a liquid. Essentially it is salt and therefore it reduces the freezing 
point of liquid. That is why we use it in the winter. 
Board member Moyer says they used it on Forest Service roads all the time, he never saw any 
problems before. 
 



Director Bertagna is asking if anyone has heard about what happened to the trees between 
Sisters and Suttle Lake.  
Board member Moyer seems to think it is the drought and the amount of traffic, the exhaust 
from cars.  
 
Board member Bertagna agrees and states that if you go a few feet off the road, the trees 
appear normal. He blames the exhaust of the new diesel trucks. 
 
Board member Moyer is asking if there is anything else.  
Forest Galecki mentions an issue he noticed while walking by the Snow Cap in downtown. 
During the tree inventory, he identified several trees with the risers for electrical boxes directly 
next to the tree. This may be an issue in the future. Bend has a similar issue, even though there 
the trees seem ok. We may want to engineer some spacing. Structures are poking/rubbing the 
trees. We should try to create some separation.  
Director Bertagna states they are coming up through a hole in the tree grade, and that we 
should create a separate hole in the grade.  
 
Board Member Moyer adjourned the meeting at 4:10 P.M. 
 
 


