
       Urban Forestry Board 
        Wednesday, July 13th, 2016 
        P.O. Box 39, Sisters, OR  97759 
PRESENT: 
Board Members:    Jerry Bertagna, David Moyer, Marcus Peck 
Parks Advisory Board Member: - 
Public Works Director:  Paul Bertagna 
City Forester:    Dan Galecki  
Recording Secretary:   Nicole Abbenhuis 
    
 
ABSENT: Board Member Pat Burke and Parks Advisory Board Member David Magaret   
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
Board Member David Moyer called the meeting to order at 3:10 PM. 

 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Minutes of May 11th and June 8th, 2016.  
 
Board Member Moyer makes a motion to approve the minutes of the May 11th and 
June 8th, 2016 meetings. Board Member Bertagna seconds. Motion carries. 

 
III. VISITOR COMMUNICATION  

 
N.A. 

 
IV TREE REPORTS  
Forester Galecki checked several trees on the watch list. He went to check on the Juniper Tree at 
Black Crater, which is fine. He added a Ponderosa Pine to the watch list. This particular tree is in 
the median area and will have to be monitored throughout the summer. He also went back to 
the Ponderosa Tree at West Sisters View. This tree kept losing branches, is oddly shaped and is 
better known as the Lion Tail tree.  The tree can stay but Dan recommends pruning/removal of 
dead tree limbs. 
 
Nicole Abbenhuis mentions that David Vitelli from Bear Mountain mentioned a leaner tree in 
Creekside Park (close to where the Big Ponderosa tree was removed). The lean is getting more 
profound, if this tree falls it could end up on the highway. Forester Galecki will check the tree. 
 
 



 
 
 
The Ponderosa Pine tree removal at Jefferson and Larch (2 trees) and the Ponderosa Pine tree 
removal at Spruce and Adams have been approved by the board. The City of Sisters received a 
bid from David Vitelli/Bear Mountain for removal.  The job was scheduled for July 28th for the 
two Jefferson Avenue trees and August 11th for the tree at Spruce Street and Adams Avenue. 
Schedule changed due to equipment repair. I am waiting to hear back and get the updated 
information.  
Bear Mountain will remove the dead tree in the parking lot at the Elementary School for free. 
 
Board Member Moyer brings up the big Ponderosa Pine Tree at N. Locust Street. It is not looking 
much better. Is there anything we can do? Do we have to start watering the tree? Per Director 
Bertagna, the crew goes around town early in the morning to water some of the hanging baskets, 
we could add it to the route. Forester Galecki will check out this tree as well. 
 
Forester Galecki is starting to work on the tree inventory in town. It will take him some time to 
complete the inventory. He will list the Species, height will check for and list problems (bugs, 
disease, etc.). He will take a picture of the tree and will add the GPS coordinates. To complete 
the inventory will take about 3-4 weeks, spread out over time, this means the work will 
completed by October of this year. 
 
Board Member Moyer mentions the Forest Service property. There are several dead trees. He 
will make an informal enquiry to see if they have any plans for a clean-up of the area 
(Triangle/East Portal). 
 
 
Board Member Moyer adjourns the meeting at 3:30 PM.  


