
       Urban Forestry Board 
        Wednesday, April 13th, 2015 
        P.O. Box 39, Sisters, OR  97759 
PRESENT: 
Board Members:    Jerry Bertagna, David Moyer,  
Parks Advisory Board Member: David Magaret 
Public Works Director:  Paul Bertagna 
City Forester:    Conor McGeehan/Spindrift Forestry 
Recording Secretary:   Nicole Abbenhuis 
Visitor:     
 
ABSENT: Board Members Pat Burke and Marcus Peck     
 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
Board Member Moyer called the meeting to order at 3:05 P.M. 
 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Minutes of April 13th, 2016.  
 
Board Member Moyer motions to approve the minutes, without corrections. Board 
Member Bertagna seconds, all are in favor and motion carries. 

 
III. VISITOR COMMUNICATION  

 
N.A. 

 
 
IV TREE REPORTS  
 
Forester Galecki checked Ponderosa Pine trees on Elm Street and wrote a report. Forester 
McGeehan also did an inspection before the meeting. 
There is no need for immediate action. There is some dead wood, the property owner may want 
to take care of in the future. Director Bertagna mentioned that he received a notification from a 
concerned neighbor. The trees are all on private property but Director Bertagna wanted to make 
sure there were no safety concerns and therefore called the City Forester to do a check. Board 
Member Bertagna mentions there are several groves and some issues but nothing for immediate 
concern. The tree in the row at the front of the house was pruned, but otherwise ok. 



 
 
Next tree is the tree on Cascade Avenue in the island next to the Elementary School. When 
Forester Galecki assisted with the Arbor Day Tree Planting Ceremony he had a chance to take a 
closer look. There is a lot of pitch and some insect activity. The tree is located about half way in 
the City’s row. Tree is stressed, and per Foresters Galecki and McGeehan, the tree is not happy, 
but not dead. No reason for immediate concern, but should be checked later this summer. Per 
Director Bertagna, we have about 12 trees that are being monitored at the moment. 
 
The Ponderosa tree at the back of the Bank of the Cascades is in bad shape. Some of the lower 
branches are turning brown. Per Forester McGeehan this tree is definitely becoming more 
stressed. This tree also has to be monitored over the next several months, but this tree has gotten 
a lot worse in just a few weeks. The house is not occupied, this tree doesn’t get any water. 
Continue to monitor, Board Member Moyer drives by all the time on his way to the bank and he 
will keep an eye on it as well. Next check-up in about a month or so. The trees on Larch and 
Jefferson also needs another check-up. 
 
Per Director Bertagna, we need to keep an eye on the trees along the Highway, in town. He hoped 
they weren’t sprayed with herbicide, but it looks like they have been treated. Per Board Member 
Moyer, East Portal also needs to be checked by the Forest Service. There are about 10 dead trees 
there and they need to be removed. The herbicide issue is due to the fact that the herbicide gets 
into the ground and travels and is slowly killing the trees along Highway 20 between Sisters and 
Camp Sherman. These are ODOT trees, and ODOT is working on the problem. Spindrift Forestry 
doesn’t have to check on these trees. There was an article in the Nugget about the herbicide 
ODOT used. Director Bertagna finds the article. Herbicide is called Perspective. 
 
Board Member Moyer mentions the tree along N. Locust Street with. It hasn’t received any water 
from the ditch for the last five years. It looks really bad, and is definitely showing signs of distress. 
This tree needs to be checked at the end of the summer. 
 
Per Board Member Moyer, trees in Creekside Park are also not doing great (day use area). He is 
asking if we can consider planting more Ponderosa Trees down there instead of Choke Cherries. 
Public Works Director Bertagna is asking if he would like to plant seedlings. We can get 8’ to 12’ 
foot Ponderosa Pine trees from McPheeters as well. Per Board Member Moyer seedlings are fine, 
just protect them. They have water at the park, they will grow well. Pine trees are an important 
part of Sisters, we need to try and regenerate Ponderosa Pine trees/native trees.  
 
Board Member Moyer is asking if we were able to plant the seedlings at the Lazy Z property. 
Director Bertagna confirmed there were 75 to 100 and Conrad planted them right-a-way. They 
will get some effluent water so they should do ok. Director Bertagna asked if there are any Larch 
Tree seedlings. Do they have them in Prineville? They planted a lot in the Ochocos. Per Board 
Member Moyer, they do have some growers in the valley. Director Bertagna is asking if we can 
plant them in town, do we have the right soil, etc.? Per Board Member Bertagna it is hard to 
process the seeds. They need fire to open the cones for the trees to be able to release the seeds. 



North Facing, Eastern slopes of the Cascades (shady and dry) is the perfect environment for Larch 
trees according to Forester McGeehan. 
Per Director Bertagna, Larch trees may be nice to add to the newly planted Ponderosa Pine trees 
at the Lazy Z property. 
 
Recording Secretary Abbenhuis mentions that Forester Galecki was able to do a check of the two 
dead Cottonwood trees at Season’s on Hood Avenue. He recommended that we send a letter to 
the property owner to advice of his findings (trees should be removed). The dead Cottonwood 
trees are on private property and the City stepped in because of concerned neighbors. A letter 
was sent out on May 23rd, 2016. 
 
Board Member Moyer adjourns the meeting at 3:35 PM.  
 
 

 
 
 


