
       Urban Forestry Board 
        Wednesday, February 10th, 2015 
        P.O. Box 39, Sisters, OR  97759 
PRESENT: 
Board Members:    Jerry Bertagna, Patrick Burke, David Moyer, Marcus Peck 
Public Works Director:  Paul Bertagna 
City Forester:    Dan Galecki/Spindrift Forestry 
Recording Secretary:   Nicole Abbenhuis 
 
ABSENT: City Parks Advisory Board Member David Magaret    
 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
Board Member Moyer called the meeting to order at 3:05 P.M. 
 

II. VISITOR COMMUNICATION 
N.A. 

 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Minutes of January 13, 2016.  
Board Member Moyer pointed out that he was absent and didn’t adjourn the last 
meeting. Recording Secretary Abbenhuis will correct this. Board member Bertagna 
motioned to approve the minutes with this correction. All are in favor. Motion 
carries. 

 
IV. URBAN FORESTRY BOARD DISCUSSION 

a. Budget Discussion 
 

Director Bertagna explains the 2015/2016 total expenditures. Contracted Services is 
all that Forester Galecki billed us for, contracted tree work is the tree work that the 
Public Works Crew didn’t do. This is the tree work that went out for bids, and was 
done by a contractor. (Thinning, pruning, taking down/removing trees). Forester 
Galecki explains that he is offering to do the tree inventory for the entire south end 
of town for the discounted amount of $2,890.00.  
 
Director Bertagna states that recommendations from the Urban Forestry Broad will 
be taken to the Budget Committee/City Council. 
 



Recording Secretary Abbenhuis: Contractor update (Bear Mountain/David Vitelli): 
pruning on S. Elm still has to be completed (next week) and the Creekside Park tree 
will have to wait another 7 – 10 days. David Vitelli from Bear Mountain indicated 
that he would like to hold off so the ground can dry out. The contractor was asked to 
give the City at least a day’s notice, so the Public Works crew can cone-off the area 
around the tree, and possibly the parking area on Jefferson Avenue as a safety 
precaution. The plan is to do a full removal of the Ponderosa tree in Creekside Park. 

 
Director Bertagna explains that the information “street trees 2015/16 “ is  the 
projection of the approximate amount we will be spending this budget year (which 
runs until the end of June, 2016). He hopes with the last round of contractor work, 
that the City is good until the fall. $5,000 was budgeted for tree work for this 
2015/16 season (contracted tree work), we are currently a bit over. 
 
Board Member Bertagna asked what is left if the south side tree inventory will be 
completed. Per Forester Galecki, that would leave the entire north side of town, 
which has less trees. South side is more work per Forester Galecki and Director 
Bertagna states that this budget year, all of the tree issues have been on the south 
side of town. 
 
Board Member Moyer is asking when the Budget for 2016/17 will be discussed. Per 
Director Bertagna this will take place in May of 2016. 
 
Director Bertagna states that the Budget information 2015/16 is just to show what 
we have spent this budget year, which is a tool for next year’s budget 
recommendation. Board Member Moyer states that it will be good to get a total cost 
for the tree inventory for the entire town, south end and north end. This way all the 
work will be included in one budget year, and won’t have to be carried over to the 
next budget year. 
 
Board Member Bertagna asks if Arbor Day costs are included in the budget. Director 
Bertagna states that Arbor Day trees are usually donated, and that the City can also 
use trees from the City owned tree nursery.  
 
Board Member Moyer is asking Forester Galecki for an estimate for the total cost to 
complete the tree inventory. Per Forester Galecki, the cost for the south end of 
town will not exceed $2,890. Forester Galecki is asked to provide an estimate for the 
north end of town by the next meeting (per Board member Moyer, before May of 
this year). 
 
Board Member Moyer is asking if there are any comments from the Board. There are 
no comments. 
 



Board Member Moyer has one comment: he noticed a tree on Pine Street at Adams 
Avenue, which has a top that is dying. The location is near where the turnaround 
area in front of the Forest Service office is located. Board member Moyer is not sure 
whether the tree is in City right-of-way or on Forest Service Property. Board member 
Bertagna states he did notice that as well. Forester Galecki will go by to check on this 
tree right after the meeting. Forester Galecki states he has seen more and more 
trees with a dead top. He is reluctant to take down a healthy tree with a dead top 
unless it is progressive like the tree in Creekside Park. If 1/3rd of the tree top is dead, 
it may be good to prune out the top.  
 
Recording secretary Abbenhuis is asking if board members would like to be there 
when the Ponderosa Pine tree in Creekside Park is removed by Bear Mountain.  
Board members and Forester Galecki would like to be present. Recording secretary 
Abbenhuis will send out an e-mail to all board members, Forester Galecki. 
Bear Mountain will be asked to save part of the tree, (for display?). Dan Galecki will 
do some research on the age of the tree, by ring count. 
 
Board member Moyer adjourns the meeting at 3:30 PM 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


