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City Parks Advisory Board Attendees: 
Councilor:  Wendy Holzman 
Board Chair:  Liam Hughes 
Board Members: Peggy Houge, Dixie Eckford 
Absent:   David Magaret, Greg Johnson, Rory Peterson 
Staff: CDD Director, Pauline Hardie, PW Director, Paul Bertagna 
Recording Secretary: Carol Jenkins 
 
 
4:00 p.m. Workshop – Field Trip to Clemens Park 
 
Board Chair Hughes opened by thanking the public for attending and explaining that this meeting was 
called because at the prior meeting a parent had requested that the City look at putting a restroom in at 
Cliff Clemens Park because her young children loved to play there, but had frequent bathroom related 
issues, since there is no public restroom in the immediate area. 
 
Director Hardie pointed to the general area where the park plan had the restroom placed.  A couple of 
Citizens at the previous meeting had voiced concerns about lighting attached to the new restroom 
building.  Director Hardie took the chance to explain the Sisters Dark Skies Ordinance and how any lighting 
on the restroom would have to comply with that Ordinance, and would not be allowed to shoot any kind 
of lateral beam of light that may be disruptive. 
 
Board Chair Hughes encouraged questions from the public and they were answered by Board Chair 
Hughes, Director Hardie, and Chairman Holzman. Questions including: 
 

Q. What does the City do to prevent urban camping in City restrooms? 
A. City restrooms have auto locks that lock at night. 

 
Q. Why do we need a restroom, we have one just a few block away at Fir Street Park? 
A. Parents of small children have expressed that this distance has let to potty accidents. 

 
Q. What will the size be of the restroom? 
A. Smaller than the one at Fir Street Park. 

 
The group returned to City Hall from their site visit to continue with the discussion regarding the Clemens 
Park restroom.   
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I. CALL TO ORDER 

Board Chair Hughes called the February 18, 2015 workshop of the City Parks Advisory Board to 
order at 5:00. 

 
II. VISITOR COMMUNICATION  
 None at this time. 
 
III. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

1.  Discussion on Clemens Park Restroom 
 

The City Parks Advisory Board returned from the field trip and followed up with the people that 
did not attend the field trip to Clemens Park.  There were several people in attendance that were 
opposed to there being a restroom at Clemens Park.  They stated that there will be more junk and 
clutter in the park and it will make it look unattractive to those that live by the park.  They stated 
that right now it is nice and quiet and that there are other parks in the City where people can visit 
with their kids that do have restrooms available.   
 
Board Chair Hughes stated that there are times that there is public urination in the park and it is 
becoming a big problem.  There is a steady stream of people that seem to be using a neighboring 
business that has a restroom in the building and they are definitely “in-favor” of putting a 
restroom at Clemens Park.  
 
Other items discussed by the Board were the posting of signage around the park, trash cans inside 
and outside of the park, using air dryers instead of paper products to eliminate extra trash in the 
park, and different ideas to help enhance the use of the park by neighbors as well as visitors.  They 
also discussed having a drinking fountain attached to the building similar to the Fir Street Park 
and having a pre-fab building as the one there as well.  Possibility in having a volleyball court, 
there is a lot of parking which helps, and the park would be a great fit for good family fun. Also 
discussed was having a picnic area and possibly a covered area for the different weather 
conditions, a gazebo for events, an outdoor grill, a shady area for eating, trees, etc.  Also discussed 
was the temporary use of a porta-potty until the restroom was in place.   
 
The Board thought it would be a good idea to have an emergency number posted in the park for 
emergencies, etc.  A discussion took place regarding Temporary Use Permits, the Skate Park 
(SPRD), negative impacts that could happen, short and long term fixes, the grant process, and 
different land uses that might be required.       
 
Some concerns by the attendees were safety issues and the homeless using the restroom for 
overnight stays, etc.  It was explained that the restrooms would be locked up at night and cleaned 
every day.   
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IV. OTHER BUSINESS 
 

Board Member Houge asked what the process is to be informed about the different grants that 
get offered and find out about the decisions that are made.   
 
Director Hardie stated that she will let the Board know about the grants, etc. and that the next 
grant is due April 1, 2015 by the Oregon Parks and Recreation.   

 
V. ADJOURN 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 5:30 p.m. 
 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 Carol Jenkins, Recording Secretary   

 
    

 


